The asymmetric unit of the title salt, C 10 H 20 N 3 O 2 + ÁC 24 H 20 B À , contains two cations and two tetraphenylborate ions. The C-N bond lengths in the central CN 3 unit of the guanidinium ions range between 1.323 (2) and 1.381 (2) Å , indicating partial double-bond character. The central C atoms are bonded to the three N atoms in a nearly ideal trigonal-planar geometry and the positive charge is delocalized in the CN 3 plane. The cationic six-membered rings are nonplanar, the dihedral angles between the N/C/N and C/C/C planes ranging from 45.8 (1) to 53.6 (1) . In the crystal, C-HÁ Á Á interactions are present between the guanidinium H atoms and the phenyl rings of the tetraphenylborate ions. The phenyl rings form aromatic pockets, in which the guanidinium ions are embedded.
Related literature
For the crystal structures of alkali metal tetraphenylborates, see: Behrens et al. (2012) . For the crystal structure of 2-dimethylamino-1-(2-ethoxy-2-oxoethyl)-3-methyl-3,4,5,6-tetrahydropyrimidin-1-ium tetraphenylborate, see: Tiritiris & Kantlehner (2012a) . For the crystal structure of 1-benzyl-2-dimethylamino-3-methyl-3,4,5,6-tetrahydropyrimidin-1-ium bromide, see: Tiritiris & Kantlehner, 2012b. 2. Experimental 2.1. Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1, Cg2, Cg3, Cg4, Cg5 and Cg6 are the centroids of the C21-C26, C27-C32, C45-C50, C51-C56, C57-C62 and C63-C68 rings, respectively. 
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S1. Comment
The cation in the title compound is similar to the cations in the structurally known compounds 2-dimethylamino-1-ethoxycarbonyl-3-methyl-3,4,5,6-tetrahydropyrimidin-1-ium tetraphenylborate (Tiritiris & Kantlehner, 2012a ) and 1-benzyl-2-dimethylamino-3-methyl-3,4,5,6-tetrahydropyrimidin-1-ium bromide (Tiritiris & Kantlehner, 2012b) . The asymmetric unit contains two cations and two tetraphenylborate ions. Prominent bond parameters in the guanidinium ions are: C1-N1 = 1.323 (2) Å, C1-N2 = 1.333 (2) Å, C1-N3 = 1.379 (2) Å (cation I) and C11-N4 = 1.326 (2) Å, C11-N5 = 1.324 (2) Å, C11-N6 = 1.381 (2) Å (cation II). The N-C-N angles are in a range from 116.8 (2)° to 122.7 (2)°, indicating nearly ideal trigonal-planar surroundings of the carbon centres C1 and C11 by the nitrogen atoms. The positive charge is completely delocalized in the CN 3 plane. The cyclic guanidinium ions are non planar (Fig. 1) . The carbon atoms C6 and C16 are not in the ring plane. The dihedral angle between the planes N3/C1/N2 and C5/C6/C7 is 53.6 (1)°, the dihedral angle between the planes N5/C11/N6 and C15/C16/C17 is 45.8 (1)°. These values are comparable with those determined for the guanidinium ions in 2-dimethylamino-1-(2-ethoxy-2-oxoethyl)-3-methyl-3,4,5,6-tetrahydropyrimidin-1-ium tetraphenylborate [49.9 (1)°] (Tiritiris & Kantlehner, 2012a ) and 1-benzyl-2-dimethylamino-3-methyl-3,4,5,6-tetrahydropyrimidin-1-ium bromide [55.0 (3)°] (Tiritiris & Kantlehner, 2012b) . The bond lengths and angles in the tetraphenylborate ions are in good agreement with the data from the crystal structure analysis of the alkali metal tetraphenylborates (Behrens et al., 2012) . C-H···π interactions between the guanidinium hydrogen atoms of -N(CH 3 ) 2 and -CH 2 groups and the phenyl carbon atoms (centroids) of the tetraphenylborate ion are present ( Fig. 2 and 3 ), ranging from 2.64 to 2.86 Å (Tab. 1). The phenyl rings form aromatic pockets, in which the guanidinium ions are embedded.
S2. Experimental
The title compound was obtained by reaction of 1-methyl-2-dimethylamino-1,4,5,6-tetrahydropyrimidine with chloroformic acid ethyl ester in acetonitrile for one hour at room temperature. After evaporation of the solvent the crude 2-dimethylamino-1-(2-ethoxy-2-oxomethyl)-3-methyl-3,4,5,6-tetrahydropyrimidin-1-ium chloride (I) was washed with diethylether and dried in vacuo. 1.0 g (4.0 mmol) of (I) was dissolved in 20 ml acetonitrile and 1.37 g (4.0 mmol) of sodium tetraphenylborate in 10 ml acetonitrile was added. After stirring for one hour at room temperature, the precipitated sodium chloride was filtered off. The title compound crystallized from a saturated acetonitrile solution after several days at 273 K, forming colorless single crystals. Yield: 1.67 g (77.5%).
S3. Refinement
The hydrogen atoms of the methyl groups were allowed to rotate with a fixed angle around the C-N and C-C bonds to best fit the experimental electron density, with U iso (H) set to 1.5 U eq (C) and d aromatic rings). They were refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) set to 1.2U eq (C).
Figure 1
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